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All Ages Are Invited! 

 

Join us for Rally Day, our kickoff event for 

The 2010 - 2011 Sunday School year 

 

September 12th at 9:15 am 

In the Fellowship Hall 

 

Come and eat Breakfast 

Meet our Dedicated Teachers 

Explore the Curriculum 

Fun activities for all!!  

 

First English Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1603 Monument Avenue, Richmond, VA 23220-2906 
Office (804)355-9185          Fax (804)358-6113 

Email: info@felcrichmond.org        Web pages: www.felcrichmond.org 

Rev. Dr. John T. Schweitzer, Pastor: pastor@felcrichmond.org 

Mr. Linus Ellis, Associate in Ministry: linus@felcrichmond.org 

Mr. Brian Wingfield, Parish Administrator: bwingfield@felcrichmond.org 
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September 

Song  

 
 
 
 

 
 As we begin together a new season of 

church activities, Iôd like to begin with some lines 

from an old song I remember from my childhood. 

It was always associated in my mind with going 

back to school and the end of summer vacation. 

Most of the words eluded me, so I googled it and 

came up with the following: itôs from the 

Broadway Show ñKnickerbocker Holidayò (1930) 

and was written by Maxwell Anderson; the music 

was composed by Kurt Weill (best remembered 

for ñMack the Knifeò). Various people have 

recorded it, including such luminaries as Frank 

Sinatra, Bing Crosby, and Jimmy Durante (Donôt 

miss this one; itôs available on YouTube.). This 

isnôt the whole piece, but what I remember: 

 

 Oh, it's a long, long while from May to 

December, 

 But the days grow short when you reach 

September. 

 When the autumn weather turns the 

leaves to flame, 

 One hasn't got time for the waiting game. 

 

 Oh, the days dwindle down to a precious 

few, 

 September, November, 

 And these few precious days, I'll spend 

with you, 

 These precious days I'll spend with you. 

 

 A little melancholy, isnôt it? Yes, the 

days indeed grow shorter when we reach 

September, but then the heat and humidity arenôt 

nearly as oppressive, especially when youôve had 

a summer like this one just drawing to a close. 

And at least in Richmond, the autumn weather 

isnôt really here yet (itôs actually like the summer 

weather we dream of in July), and the leaves are 

still green. But the text reminds us to seize the day 

and make the most of it. 

 

 

 So letôs spend these precious days of 

September, and October, and every month 

thereafter in church! There are at least five things 

we can look forward to in September: 

¶ Rally Day and a full schedule of 

activities, especially Sunday School. We 

plan to have three opportunities for adults 

to study the Bible from 9:15 ï 10:15 this 

year: the usual Adult Bible Class in the 

chapel, a new class probably based on our 

ELCA Book of Faith series, and a class 

for young adults 18 ï 30 (we wonôt be 

real strict about the upper age limit, but 

suffice it to say that if I werenôt the Pastor 

I would definitely be too old for this 

group). And of course we have our usual 

classes for children plus we begin with an 

intergenerational event on September 12 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

¶ Better attendance! People are back in 

town from their vacation hideaways, and 

itôs very heartening to worship in a full 

church. 

¶ The approach to 2011. Things are going 

to get started in connection with the 100
th
 

anniversary of our Monument Avenue 

building very shortly. Reserve October 3; 

if the 2011 events committee doesnôt have 

a special article in this Newsletter ask me 

about it, but only in church (that way you 

have to come and canôt just call up on the 

phone!). 

¶ Wednesdays Together. We hope to offer 

something for everyone this fall, 

including special presentations like we 

had some years back with outside 

speakers or our own members talking 

about something interesting or exciting. 

¶ The beginning of a year of the Lordôs 
favor. It doesnôt have to be a calendar 

yearðlook up Luke 4:19 for further 

details. 

 In any case, I look forward to the new 

season and invite all of you to join me in living 

out the second part of our mission statement: 

ñstriving for faithful living in Godôs world.ò The 

days we spend doing that are indeed precious, and 

our opportunities for service donôt last forever. 

 

~ Pastor John Schweitzer  
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Weôve had a nice two-month break and now itôs 

time to get back into the swing of things. Our next 

meeting will be Friday, September 10
th
. The 

program will be presented by Jackie Rowland. Itôs 

on the story of our mothers and grandmothers who 

lived only 90 years ago. Remember it was not until 

1920 that women were granted the right to go to the 

polls and vote. 

 

Taking a fresh and contemporary look at a pivotal 

event in American History, IRON JAWED  

ANGELS tells the true story of how defiant and 

brilliant young activists, Alice Paul and Lucy Burns 

took the Women's Suffrage Movement by storm 

putting their lives at risk to help American women 

win the right to vote. The first half of a two-part 

HBO presentation will be our program. The second 

part will be shown for our October program. 

 

Dinner will be at 6:00, cost is $4.00. After dinner 

we will have the program followed by our business 

meeting. Bonnie Buckner was our delegate to the 

Virginia Synodical Womenôs Organization 

Convention and we look forward to hearing her 

report. 

 

 
 

This fall the Education Committee is sponsoring a 

new Sunday School Class for young adults, post 

High School - 35. Format will be relaxed and 

discussion based. Please join us on Rally Day, 

September 12 at 9:15 am for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join the Congregational Life Ministry at 

Wednesdays Together on September 15
th
. After 

dinner we will be preparing Greeting Cards to be 

sent to our homebound members. These cards are 

fun to write and greatly appreciated by all. We will 

supply everything you need and look forward to 

seeing you then... for a happy card-signing! 
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Coming! On Wednesday, September 15, from 

6:30 to 7:30 pm, our third ELCA Book of Faith 

Bible Study begins. This new and very exciting 

study on the book of John centers on Jesus Christ, 

His great love for us and His desire to be in 

communion with each of us! One of the highlights 

of the study will be some teachings from our very 

own Pastor John Schweitzer, who wrote his 

dissertation on John. We are so fortunate to have 

him join us with his extensive expertise on this 

book and the New Testament. The study will run 

for about 8 to 10 weeks. Please call Sandi Cowett, 

our facilitator, at 447-8230 to sign up and/or to ask 

any questions or email Sandi at 

scowett@comcast.net. These studies are lots of fun 

and invigorating! Letôs have a big turn-out for 

Christ! See you there. 

 

 

 

 
 

You are invited to join the Leisure Group as we 

travel to Victorian Cape May, the "Nation's Oldest 

Seashore Resort" on September 22
nd

 through 24
th
. 

Highlights of the trip include a visit to Cape May's 

Lighthouse, a narrated dolphin-watching cruise 

around Cape May Point, a trolley tour of the city, 

tour and afternoon tea at the Emlen Physick Estate, 

dinner at the Washington Inn, and an evening in 

Atlantic City. Friday afternoon, we shall begin our 

journey home on the Cape May-Lewes Ferry. For 

more information, see the flyer on the Leisure 

Group bulletin board or call Grace at 338-8783. 

 

 

 

 
 

You are invited to a Lutheran World Relief 

coffee tasting on September 22
nd

, immediately 

following the Wednesdays Together meal. 

Featuring four different coffees from LWRôs Fair 

Trade partner, Equal Exchange, the tasting will give 

you the chance to vote on your favorites, win 

prizes, and find out more about how Fair Trade is 

making a difference. 

Micah 6:8 calls us, as Christians, to do 

justice, love mercy and walk humbly. The LWR 

Coffee Project helps Lutherans answer that call by 

righting the injustices faced by small-scale farmers 

around the world. The LWR Coffee Project closes 

the gap between our parish and the kinds of 

communities in which LWR works. By using fair 

trade coffee and other products in our parish and 

homes, we guarantee that farmers will earn the 

income they need to feed their families, educate 

their children, seek medical care and improve their 

communities. 

You help famers like Jose Luis Castillo 

Vasquez, a coffee farmer in El Salvador. He says, ñI 

want to thank all of the congregations that purchase 

our coffee. Thanks to you, we have a seed of hope 

in our lives.ò 

 We look forward to seeing you on 

September 22
nd

 for the coffee tasting. Equal 

Exchange fair trade tea will be provided for non-

coffee drinkers. 

 

 

 

 

Itôs once again time to sign up for 

your flu shot to be given here at First 

English. Watch the Sunday Blue 

Sheet for sign-up information. The 

same CVS-registered pharmacist 

who has given shots here the past 

two years will be available again this 

year. 
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FELC Congregational Outreach/ Evangelism Committee to Hold Organizational Meeting on Sunday, September 

19
th
 at 12:00 noon 

 

Volunteers and a Co-Chair needed 

Message from Elaine Smith, Co-Chair 

 

Get Excitedé.Get Excitedé..Get Excitedé..Get Excitedé..Get Excitedé.. 

 

Several people Got Excited after reading the notice under this caption in last monthôs newsletter and weôre 

going to have an organizational meeting of the FELC Congregational Outreach/ Evangelism Committee after the 

10:30 worship service on Sunday, September 19
th
. 

 

The tentative agenda will be as follows: 

Opening Prayer/Devotions 

Review of Committeeôs History and Past Activities 

Brainstorm for Activities and Lead People 

Organizational Details  

¶ committee structure 

¶ future meetings 

Closing Prayer 

 

You see ï thatôs not scary at all! Come with your ideas on how we can reach out into our community to 

Engage, Enlarge, and Enlighten the body of Christ here at FELC.  The committee will work out more details, 

but some of the suggested activities are to work with the FELC greeters, follow-up with visitors, update the 

FELC brochure and signage, conduct Friendship Sundays and Temple Talks, and participate in community 

events to reach out to our neighbors, wherever they may be. 

 

For more information you may contact the church office or me, Elaine Smith at essmithrd@hotmail.com, 

662-9319 (day), 434-981-0560 (cell). I hope to see you on Sunday, September 19, 2010 at noon in the FELC 

Library. 

 

Letôs help First English get Excited, Engaged, Enlarged, and Enlightened! 

mailto:essmithrd@hotmail.com
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